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AGENDA SUPPLEMENT (1) 
 

Meeting: Stonehenge Area Board 

Place: Online 

Date: Thursday 23 September 2021 

Time: 6.30 pm 
 

 
The Agenda for the above meeting was published on 15 September 2021. 
Additional documents are now available and are attached to this Agenda 
Supplement. 
 
Please direct any enquiries on this Agenda to Tara Shannon, of Democratic Services, 
County Hall, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge, direct line 01225 718352 or email 
tara.shannon@wiltshire.gov.uk 
 
Press enquiries to Communications on direct lines (01225)713114/713115. 
 
This Agenda and all the documents referred to within it are available on the Council’s 
website at www.wiltshire.gov.uk  
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A303 Stonehenge Scheme 

Briefing for Stonehenge Area Board Meeting, 23 September 2021 

 
 
Update on the legal challenge  
 
On 30 July the Judge Holgate handed down a decision on the legal challenge to the 
scheme.  
 
Two grounds were upheld – the other eight were dismissed. 
 
The judge ruled that the Secretary of State: 
 

1. Did not properly consider all the heritage impacts contained in the 
Environmental Statement and Heritage Impact Assessment 
 
2. Should have considered alternatives to the western cuttings and portal 
because of the "wholly exceptional” circumstances of the project 

 
The judgement relates to the decision-making process – not the merits of 
the scheme, or the Development Consent Order (DCO) application. 
 
 
What does this mean for the scheme? 
 

 The Development Consent Order is now quashed 
 
 Scheme is not cancelled or unlawful 
 
 Preliminary works – including archaeology and the A360 temporary closure – 
are postponed 

 
 
Next steps 

 
 Secretary of State for Transport will re-determine the scheme 
 
 'Statement of Matters' will set out what he requires from National Highways 
 
 We are progressing the procurement process to secure main works contractor 
and delivery assurance partner 
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